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BOOKS DESTROYED AND DAMAGED 


On September 17, at the end of an 18-hour period during 
which more than two inches of rain fell on the Washington 
area, a tragedy of considerable proportions occurred at the 
National Library of Medicine. When the Library opened that 
morning it was discovered that water was pouring out of the 
west basement stacks, and investigation disclosed that the 
source of the torrent was a waste pipe running over stack 
ranges containing 1801-1850 books in the C and D portions of 
the alphabet. Further investigation revealed that the waste 
lines were connected to a downspout of the storm drainage 
system located within the walls of the building. A partial 
obstruction in the storm sewer was causing water to back up 
and overflow from whatever outlets were available. Plumbers 
who were called in worked for several hours before the situ- 
ation was relieved. 


All available members of the circulation staff immedi- 
ately pitched in to the rescue operation which was hurriedly 
improvised. Some 400 volumes had been damaged; these were 
removed, along with another 400 books from the vicinity. 
Mops were brought into action; tarpaulins were spread over 
adjacent stacks. All persons in the Binding Section went to 
work interleaving the water-soaked books with paper towel- 
ling and placing fans to play against the open pages of some 
of the other books. Separated casings, loose pages, paper 
pulped together in a solid mass made as desperate and melan- 
choly a scene as a librarian can imagine. 


About 25 volumes are so badly damaged as to be probably 
beyond all salvaging. These included several volumes of Sir 
Astley Cooper's works; Abraham Colles' treatise on surgical 
anatomy (1811); Cloquet's anatomy; Comet's surgical diction- 
ary of 1829 (our accession number 460); and a hand-painted, 
illustrated edition of a pocket anatomy by Cooke. 


To describe such a loss as tragic is certainly not an 
indulgence in hyperbole. 
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A MILLION 


Sometime this fall the one-millionth item will be added 
to the collection of the National Library of Medicine; only 
an unprecedented withdrawal rate held the total below this 
mark at the end of the last fiscal year. 

This is the second time around; in 1940 the passing of 
the million-item point was announced, but wholesale discard- 
ing of reprints, duplicates, and out-of-scope materials, as 
well as a healthy skepticism concerning earlier record-keep- 
ing, have long since prompted recounts on a basis which has 
more direct relevance to the problem of dealing with disas- 
trously dwindling shelf space. 

An interesting footnote is the fact that the number of 


books (bound non-serial volumes) with pre-1914 imprints in 
the collection is now approximately equalled by the number 
of books in the collection which have been published since 
1914, 


SPECIAL ASSISTANT 


Mr. Robert W. Severance, who has been Special Assistant 

-he Director of the National Library of Medicine since 
August 1956, received appointment as new Director of the Air 
University Library at Maxwell Air Force Base, Montgomery, 


Alabama, and will begin his duties there on October 7. Dur- 
ing thirteen months at NIM, Mr. Severance was engaged in 
planning for the new building and in working with the archi- 
tect and the Public Buildings Service in the preparation of 
preliminary estimates and schematic drawings. 

NLM CATALOG 


The 1956 National Library of Medicine Catalog, the first 
to be published under this name, is now available. The 776- 
page volume, which follows the pattern of earlier issues in 
its physical appearance and bibliographical form, contains 
approximately 16,000 author and 16,500 subject entries. Sub- 
scribers should receive copies of this 1956 volume early in 
October; orders for additional copies, priced at $17.50 plus 
40 cents postage, may be sent to the Card Division, Library 
of Congress, Washington 25, D. C. 

The delay in publication of this volume is regretted. 
In the hope that the 1957 volume may be available on or be- 
fore July 1, 1958, both the Library of Congress and the Na- 
tional Library of Medicine, co-sponsors of the Catalog, are 
planning to reschedule editorial and publication operations; 
this will involve a somewhat earlier closing date for mate- 
rial to be included in the future volumes. 
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BOARD OF REGENTS 


The Board of Regents of the National Library of Medi- 
cine held its first meeting of Fiscal Year 1958 at the Li- 
brary on September 23. The Board reviewed the report for FY 
1957, in which it expressed satisfaction, discussed the pro- 
gram for the remainder of FY 1958, and inquired into the 
status of the budget for FY 1959. The Board gave major at- 
tention to the status of building plans, and decided to hold 
its next meeting on December 9, at which time further study 
of building problems would be undertaken. The Board reviewed 
progress in implementing the new loan policy, and approved 
the Library's current policy for scope and coverage of the 
collection, at the same time recommending that continuing 
studies be made in this area. 


HARVEY EXHIBIT 


The great exhibit on William Harvey and the Circulatioz. 
of the Blood, displayed during the month of September at the 
Clinical Center of the National Institutes of Health in con- 
nection with the Harvey Tercentenary Celebration, will be 
moved to the National Library of Medicine early in October 
and will be open to viewing at the Library through the end 
of November. The Smithsonian Institution will display that 
portion of the exhibit dealing with Harvey and his precur- 
sors during December and January; at the same time the por- 
tion pertaining to developments since Harvey's time will be 
on display at the Medical Museum of the Armed Forces Insti- 
tute of Pathology. In February and March 1958 a somewhat 
modified form of the exhibit will be shown at the Georgetown 
University School of Medicine. 


CURRENT SERIAL TITLES 


The serial record of the NLM now encompasses 13,007 
current serial titles. By our definition, a "current" title 
is one for which at least one issue has been received since 
January 1951, and for which no information is available that 
the title has either changed its name or ceased publication. 

When a geographic file of these serial titles was es- 
tablished recently, some interesting data became available. 
The breakdown by continent is as follows: 


North America 5,866 titles 45.1 percent 
South America 900 6.9 
Europe 5,056 38.9 
Asia 806 6.2 
Africa 218 1.7 
Oceania 161 1.2 
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Eighty-five percent of our current serial titles come 
from 21 countries, each of which contributes 100 or more of 
the titles. These countries are arranged below in the order 
of the number of titles received. As a matter of interest, 
opposite each is given the number of titles listed for each 
country in World Medical Periodicals and the number of jours 
nals indexed in Current List of Medical Literature. 








(Note: Non-librarian readers are reminded that the 
term ''serial'' embraces a much wider area than the 
term "periodical" or "journal," and that comparison 
between columns is interesting and valid only on a 
proportional, rather than an absolute, basis.) 


Country WMP 


United States 
England 
Germany 
France 
Italy 
Switzerland 
Japan 
Brazil 
Argentina 
Canada 
Sweden 
Spain 
U<S.S<.R. 
India 
Netherlands 
Mexico 
Denmark 
Australia 
Belgium 
Yugoslavia 
Poland 107 





Totals 11,181 


*United Kingdom 


If the publications of international bodies were listed 
separately from the countries in which they are printed, the 
above list would require modification. 





Use of funds for printing this publication approved by the Director 
of the Bureau of the Budget, March 22, 1957 














